Hepatitis A virus replication in tamarins and host immune response in relation to pathogenesis of liver cell damage.
Hepatitis A virus (HAV) shedding in the faeces, appearance of HAV-Ag (antigen) in the liver, and development of humoral immunity to HAV have been studied in experimentally infected tamarins. The appearance of liver damage measured by transaminase elevation and histology, in relation to the above variables, suggests that the virus is not cytopathic and the immune system contributes to the production of liver cell damage. Preliminary data suggest that HAV replication may occur in the mucosa of the small intestine and in the liver.